
GLORY
CHASERS
Discovering God’s Glory  

in Unexpected Places

DORINA LAZO GILMORE



Copyright © 2017 Dorina Lazo Gilmore

First printing 2017, Second printing 2018

No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by 
any means electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, 
or by any information storage or retrieval system, except as may be 
expressly permitted in writing by the author. Requests should be addressed 
in writing through www.DorinaGilmore.com.

ISBN-13: 978-1975712525  
ISBN-10: 1975712528

Book cover and interior designer: Tara Mayberry, TeaBerry Creative
Author photo: Allison Vasquez

Scripture quotations marked (ESV) are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked (HCSB) are taken from the Holman Christian 
Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2009 by Holman Bible 
Publishers. Used by permission. Holman Christian Standard Bible®, Holman 
CSB®, and HCSB® are federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible 
Publishers.

Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW 
INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by 
Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Scripture quotations marked (NLT) are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living 
Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation. 
Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 
60188. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked (MSG) are taken from The Message.  
Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by permission 
of NavPress Publishing Group.

To order additional copies of this resource, order online through  
www.dorinagilmore.com.



DORINA LAZO GILMORE is a pub-

lished writer, blogger, and teacher. She has 

published three books for children, includ-

ing the award-winning Cora Cooks Pancit. 

She has also published a volume of poetry 

and several chapters in collaborative 

books. Dorina shares her words around 

the interwebs at places such as For Every 

Mom, Kindred Mom, In All Things, and on 

her personal blog at www.DorinaGilmore.

com. She is passionate about sharing the 

hope we have in Jesus Christ with women 

of all ages and cultures.

Dorina is married and a mama to three active girls. When she isn’t taxi 

driving her girls to school and activities, Dorina loves to run marathons, 

visit the ocean, curl up with a book, or gather people around her table for 

a good meal.

Learn more about Dorina’s work and join her  

Glorygram list at www.DorinaGilmore.com.  

Use the hashtag #GloryChasers on social media.





For my little Glory Chasers, 
Meilani, Giada and Zayla, 
who run with such courage 

and bolster their mama’s faith.





GLORY CHASERS
Discovering God’s Glory in Unexpected Places

CONTENTS
Invitation to the Table .................................................1

Creation ........................................................................ 9

Presence ......................................................................25

Worship .......................................................................43

Fame ............................................................................ 57

Suffering ..................................................................... 75

Community .................................................................91

Justice ........................................................................ 109

Heaven ...................................................................... 129

Closing Thoughts: Beauty From Ashes .................. 147

Leader Guide ............................................................ 156

End Notes ...................................................................167

Acknowledgements ..................................................171

ONE

TWO

THREE

FOUR

FIVE

SIX

SEVEN

EIGHT

NINE

TEN



WEEK ONE

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

For the last several years, a small group of my friends have gathered just 

after the turn of the New Year for what we affectionately call a Word party. 

Every year the party looks a little different. We let the kids (12 among the 

5 of us now) run wild in the yard, jump on the trampoline, or play sardines 

in the bedrooms while the mamas gather around the table. My friend Amy 

is a tea connoisseur, so she’s particular about getting the chai brewed just 

right with a dash of milk, and it’s heavenly. Carla is sure to be in the kitchen 

cooking up something like a frittata with garden-fresh vegetables. Yasmin 

typically brings something with brie because brie makes everything bet-

ter. Terry and I are usually given special assignments. She’s the queen of 

homemade mango salsa accompanied by those delectable tortilla chips 

from the corner store. The mamas text me early to make sure I’ll bring my 

famous Chicken Salad Wonton Cups—a recipe I created years ago for a 

contest at the Big Fresno Fair. One year our Word party even incorporated 

an art project. Terry brought old wood pallets. Amy brought her treasure 

box of paints, brushes and stencils so we could all create a piece for our 

home with our theme word on it.

Beyond the excuse for delectable food and heavenly chai, our Word par-

ties are a chance to reflect on the past year and to look into the future with 

eager eyes. We each choose one word to embody our year. We commit to 

studying, following, contemplating, cradling, dwelling on that word for the 

entire 365 days. Until we meet again. Some of us journal our discoveries. 

Bonus Glory:
Jesus said to 
her, “Did I not 
tell you that if 
you believed 
you would see 
the GLORY 
of GOD?”
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Others peck out late-night text messages to the group with Bible verses 

or quotes or “word sightings” in our daily lives. At the party, we each have 

the assignment of tracing what God has taught us about that word in the 

past year. With great anticipation, we also reveal our word for the coming 

year and pray over them together. 

This gathering has become sacred through the years. Sacred, not quiet and 

perfect like stepping into an ornate church somewhere in Europe flanked 

with breathtaking stain-glassed windows, but sacred generally including a 

noisily nursing baby, the sounds of video games piping through the living 

room and a dog barking at the side door. This time is sacred. It is a chance 

to share our faith stories in community, an opportunity to offer up tearful 

reflections and spur each other on to greater faith.

At the close of 2013, I started thinking about my word. I started thinking, 

praying, pondering. When the word glory wormed its way into my heart, 

I was surprised. Glory? It didn’t seem to flow with the words from years 

past. I had already chosen thanksgiving, then joy, and one year I had set-

tled on two words: grace and mercy because I couldn’t choose just one. 

My friends were choosing words like worship and community. How did 

glory fit there? At first blush, glory conjured up images of war heroes and 

athletes defying great odds to gain victory. Glory seemed complex—even 

self-serving, loud, and boisterous. Somehow it didn’t speak of the quiet 

meditation I’d experienced before.

I tried to dismiss it. Maybe I could choose a nicer word. Something like 

Love? Peace? Simplicity? Rest? Words I could feel good about plastering 

on my wall and exploring with my heart. Somehow that crazy glory word 

just kept coming back to me. Every song, every billboard, every sermon, 

every movie, every commercial, every Bible verse seemed to incorporate 

that word somehow. I was intrigued. I needed to know more. What did 

it mean? Why was glory important to the gospel? How was it pertinent 

to me?
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Little did I know that this single, 5-letter word would be the thing God 

would use to transform me, inspire me, lift me, and carry me through 

the most difficult year of my entire life. This would be the beginning of 

tracing His glory story in the most unexpected places, in the most sur-

prising ways. 

I’m inviting you to join me on a journey of discovery. This whole thing is a 

wild experiment, a treasure hunt, a quest, an expedition, a challenge, an 

avenue for all of us to join hearts in search of God’s glory. I am positioning 

myself as a Sherpa—a guide of sorts for you as you journey up the moun-

tain or perhaps through the valley of this season in search of glory. I will 

provide you with stories and passages to study. I will ask you questions 

in a journaling style to give you freedom to reflect, explore, write lists or 

discover the way you feel led. The goal is not just to find specific answers 

but to dig into the scriptures and see where God leads you. 

I will share with you a playlist of music and journal pages to record your 

own observed “glory moments.” Together we will explore 8 sub-topics/

themes, including creation, presence, worship, fame, suffering, commu-

nity, justice and heaven to help us uncover the meaning of glory. Strap on 

your backpack. Fill up a water bottle. Grab your favorite pen, your Bible 

and perhaps a stash of good chocolate. It’s time to begin chasing His glory.

As we move into this experience together, I’d like to challenge you to begin 

the first steps of this journey with prayer. The start of a hike or a run is 

often the hardest as we try to adjust to the terrain, use our muscles in a 

new way and steady our breathing. If prayer is not already a daily habit, 

set an alarm on your phone or a timer in your kitchen. Choose 5, 10, 30 

minutes a day that will be your time to sit—not just to talk, but to listen to 

God. Got kids clamoring for your attention? Go take a walk. Hide in your 

closet or bathroom. Wondering how you’ll carve out the time? Make your 

commute a sacred space for prayer. Lacking inspiration? Listen for the 

whisper. Tune your heart strings to the music He is playing just for you. 

Write down your thought-prayers.
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Questions to reflect on:
1. What do you already know about glory? What images (secular or 

sacred) does this word stir up for you?

2. What do you want to invest in this experience?

3. What do you want to gain from this experience?

4. What is something broken in you where you long to see His glory?
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Bonus Glory
This study is designed to be interactive on many levels. My hope and prayer 

is that you will be called to engage in God’s Word in new ways through this 

study. I invite you to take the posture of an active learner. My challenge to 

you is to venture out beyond the well-worn, familiar path to explore new 

media and exercise some new spiritual muscles as you learn to become a 

Glory Chaser.

This workbook includes pages for “Glimpses of glory” you can record 

throughout the week as well as pages for “Notes” from the lecture or 

prayer requests if you are doing this with a friend or group of friends. I 

also encourage you to start a Facebook group or establish another way of 

connecting online throughout the week if you’re doing this in community. 

This can be a place to post “bonus glory” links. These might be quotes, ser-

mons, videos or additional songs that can offer further study and inspi-

ration to chase God’s glory in the day-to-day. My desire is to add layers 

to the study and allow all different types of learners a chance to engage 

further. This supplementary material is not a requirement to complete the 

study. Consider it a bonus!

I have created a playlist of worship music to accompany your study. Each 

song is connected to the overarching theme of glory and serves to help 

you delve deeper into the sub-themes of the study. At a basic level, you 

can listen to the music at your leisure. You might follow my “Glory Chasers” 

playlist on Spotify or download these songs on your iPhone, iPad, lap-

top or other device and listen to them throughout the specific week. You 

might choose to dig deeper by looking up the lyrics to each song and treat 

them as supplementary reading. Steeping yourself in the worship music 

could serve as an added dimension of exploration and study. 
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Notes
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Glimpses of Glory

Bonus Glory:
“ Glory is 
anything that 
is all God. 
It’s God’s 
goodness.” 

—Beth Moore,  
A Woman’s Heart: 

God’s Dwelling



WEEK TWO

CREATION

I knew I only had a few minutes if I wanted to catch it. I started to jog faster. 

I climbed over rocks. I scrambled around strange bushes. My foot caught 

on something, and I stumbled. The darkness rushed in behind me, but I 

kept moving forward, sprinting now straight for that light. I finally made it 

to the top of the steep hill. Then I saw it—the view I had been anticipating 

all along. I sucked in a huge breath beholding that giant ball of orange-

crimson-fiery sun floating over the expanse of ocean before me. So much 

bigger and more beautiful than I imagined. I tried to snap a few pictures, 

but they couldn’t capture the depth and expanse of the landscape. They 

were but reflections of such a greater, fuller, more glorious beauty. The 

sun ball slipped ever-so-quickly into the coin slot of the horizon. My heart 

filled with a strange sadness to enjoy it for only seconds. 

What came next was the real surprise. That’s when I saw the real glory 

unfolding. The sky filled with ribbons of dancing color extending from that 

place where the sun had been. A deep merlot. A pumpkin orange and 

lemon yellow. A dusky lavender. I heard a symphony of ocean waves roar-

ing below me. As the minutes ticked by, a heavy blanket of the purest, 

deepest indigo gently covered it all. A dot of moon hung in the distance. 

In that space, I could speak only one word: glory. It escaped like a whis-

per from my lips. This was His glory displayed just for me. I will always 

remember that moment. I was filled with this indescribable warmth, this 

gentle peace, this overwhelming sense that my Creator was there. After 
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months of fighting back my worst fears and enduring such pain and sick-

ness, death and grief, He was reaching out to me with the arms of a sun-

set and whispering, “I am here. I see you. I am unfolding something more 

glorious than you could ever imagine.” 

If we slow down our schedules, our bodies, our thoughts, our hearts, to 

take in the beauty of creation, we can’t help but meet the one and only 

divine Creator. In Psalm 19:1, David writes, “The heavens declare the glory 

of God, and the sky proclaims the work of His hands.” I suspect David had 

a sunset experience much like mine, by recognizing that creation is an 

arrow pointing us to God. Ann Voskamp explains it this way in her book, 

One Thousand Gifts: “Pantheism, seeing the natural world as divine, is a 

very different thing than seeing divine God present in all things. I know it 

here kneeling, the twilight so still: nature is not God but God is revealing 

the weight of Himself, all His glory through the looking glass of nature.”1

There is far too much intricacy and detail and sheer beauty in the universe 

not to see Him there. I see His glory in the regal pine trees at Bass Lake 

pointing toward heaven. I see His glory in the breathtaking view of Half 

Dome in Yosemite National Park. I see His glory in the perfectly-formed 

lips of my newborn baby girl. I see His glory in the heavy fruit that springs 

from seemingly-dead grape vines—all in His time.

Recently I went to the Monterey Bay Aquarium with my daughters and 

some friends. I was captivated by the Jellies exhibit. These amazing marine 

animals are often called jellyfish, but they are not really fish. They have 

bodies that look like translucent umbrellas with decorative, curly tentacles 

that trail behind them like the train of a wedding dress. I could have spent 

hours just watching the jellies move. These creatures are more graceful 

than ballerinas. They sashay through the water by expanding and con-

tracting their bell-shaped bodies to push water behind them. Scientists 

confirm that jellies are the most energy-efficient swimmers. Yet, they 

move in a slow-motion dance. They are not in a hurry.
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My friend and I were talking about why God created jellies. In a practical 

sense, jellies are part of an elaborate ocean food chain. Bigger marine 

animals like tuna, sharks, swordfish and sea turtles eat jellies. They eat 

plants, fish eggs and larvae. Yet, I believe it is more than just a food chain 

thing. The grace and creativity of the jellies is about art. I can’t help but 

think that an Artist-God created jellies to display His glory. In her book, A 

Million Little Ways: Uncover the Art You Were Made to Live, Emily P. Freeman 

writes, “In the beginning, God made art. His art marks the foundation of 

everything we know. The kind of art God makes is not an afterthought 

or a weekend hobby he does on the side. God’s art is the starting point 

for the story of the world.”2 This quote reminds me of the intentionality 

of our Creator, the grand design of His Creation. He did not create things 

as purely functional. There is an element of art and appreciation to every 

piece of His Creation. 

The Bible narrative commences in Genesis with the creation of the world. 

That’s also where our glory story begins. This week we will look closely at 

the way our Creator created. I’m inviting you to chase His Glory with me 

through the lens of Creation. I challenge you to take time to study the scrip-

tures, but also to observe His art. Even if you live in the city, I would guess 

there is some thing or some place you can find that displays His glory. Part 

of being a Glory Chaser is opening the eyes of our hearts in wonder to see 

something new, a greater story God is unfolding with details very personal 

to you. Press in. See what He reveals to you this week. 

As I read and reread the account of Creation, which was written by Moses, 

I am most captivated by the way God created us. Lean into the text with 

me. “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to our 

likeness” (Genesis 1:26, HCSB). While all the rest of Creation was spoken 

into being, God gathered together in community (Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit) to form us with his own hands from the earth. “Then the LORD God 

formed the man out of the dust from the ground and breathed the breath 

of life into his nostrils, and the man became a living being ” (Genesis 2:7, 

HCSB). We might say God was the very first sculptor, using the dust-clay of 

the ground to form His masterpiece. 
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Part of the story is that God created us in His image to create. He cre-

ated us as art to create art. I love the way Hank Fortener explains it in the 

sermon series, “The Artisan Soul.” He says, “We are God’s finest creation. 

He spends hundreds and thousands of years using art to create the con-

versation with humanity—using music to stop battles, using art to chase 

away evil spirits, using art to stop violence, and then you and I become the 

finest work of art… God says, ‘You are my symphony.’ You were prepared 

to be His workmanship.”3 This week I’m encouraging you to find your “arti-

san soul.” Maybe you don’t consider yourself an artist. Few of us do. We 

have lost our childlike wonder and freedom to create. We filter and edit 

ourselves. We spend too much time worrying about the art in the galleries 

and lining the bookstore shelves. We become paralyzed to live out what 

we were created to do.

What would change if making art was part of our job descriptions? How 

would we live differently if we believed God created us as artists to reflect 

His glory? What if we looked for ways He could help us make art out of 

our storied pasts, our gifts, our addictions, our daily conversations—all for 

His glory? Let’s come back next week and unpack the answers to some of 

those questions.

Songs for worship & inspiration this week: 
(See Spotify playlist “Glory Chasers”)

“Show Me Your Glory” by Third Day 

“Beautiful Things” by Gungor

“Glory in the Highest” by Chris Tomlin 

“Rising Sun” by All Sons & Daughters 

“Holy” by Matt Redman

Memory 
Verse:
The heavens 
declare the glory 
of God; the sky 
above proclaims 
his handiwork.
 —Psalm 19:1 (ESV)
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DAY ONE: GENESIS
We enter into the glory narrative in the book of Genesis. Pray for fresh eyes 

to read this story and see His glory in a new way. Read Genesis 1:1-2:25. 

While you’re reading, circle key words and underline phrases that repeat 

in the rhythm of God’s Creation. (Feel free to jot notes about your observa-

tions here.)

1. Make a quick reference chart of what God created on each day.

DAY ONE 

DAY TWO 

DAY THREE 

DAY FOUR 

DAY FIVE 

DAY SIX
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2. Note the specific and unique way God created humans. Who was 

involved in that creation process?

3. Reread Genesis 1:26-27. Look it up in at least 3 different versions of 

the Bible. If you’ve never done this before, you can use web sites 

like www.biblestudytools.com or www.blueletterbible.com, or the 

YouVersion Bible app to help you. What are some of the differences 

in language in the different versions you read? 

4. God created men and women in his “image” or “likeness.” This affirms 

that humans were created to represent or reflect God in a way unlike 

any other part of His creation. What does it mean to you that you are 

created in God’s image?
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DAY TWO: GOD AS ARTIST
Have you ever thought about God as an artist? Scanning the scriptures, we 

can see His work as a knitter, a dancer, a storyteller, a musician, a coun-

selor, a street artist, a poet, a craftsman, a counselor. God created us in 

His image. He created us to create. We are artisans created in His image. I 

love the way Erwin McManus, author of The Artisan Soul, puts it: “The entire 

universe reflects God’s essence. God creates out of who he is, and when we 

are aligned with him, everything we create brings him honor and glory.” 4

5. Explore some other stories that show God working as an artist. What 

kind of art does God use in these stories? How is this art used to bring 

God glory?

*Joshua 6

*1 Samuel 16:23

*Nehemiah 3

*Jeremiah 18
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6. In Genesis 2:19-20, God gives Adam the creative work of naming all 

the living creatures. Think about your own name or the names of 

your children. What is significant about these names? How is naming 

something an act of creation? 

DAY THREE: GOD’S CREATION
7. Take a 15-minute walk through the forest or run through the neighbor-

hood or sit on your back porch. Take a drive up to the mountains or 

pause by the nearest lake or pond. Explore some of God’s creation. 

Take note of the small details—the spine of a leaf, the trunk of a tree, 

your own fingerprint, the color palette of a sunset. Take some time to 

reflect what you see. Take a risk. Snap some photos. Write a poem. 

Paint a picture. Jot a list of all the examples of His Glory you see around 

you in nature. Challenge your artist self to create a reflection of God’s 

Creation.

Bonus Glory:
“ Dusk and all 
the arching 
dome and the 
field and the 
great-bellied 
moon, it all 
heaves, heavy 
with the glory. 
I heave to 
breathe: The 
whole earth 
is full of His 
glory. Sky, 
land, and sea, 
heavy and 
saturated with 
God—why do I 
always forget?”  

— Ann Voskamp, 
One Thousand Gifts
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DAY FOUR: PSALMS
8. Read Psalm 8. Circle the word “glory” as you read. Who is speaking? 

9. Write about the way glory is used in this context. What are some syn-

onyms you might use in place of the word glory in this Psalm? 

10. How do you respond to what this Psalm is saying?
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11. Read Psalm 29. Circle the word glory as you read. What is the tone of 

this Psalm? This Psalm talks a lot about how God has dominion over 

creation. Underline/jot down some example of these images. 

12. If we are created in God’s image, what are the implications of this 

Psalm for us today?
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DAY FIVE: EPHESIANS
Emily P. Freeman writes in A Million Little Ways, “What if we decided to 

believe our purpose in this world really is to reflect the glory of God? Would 

we begin to see ourselves as wildly free, to approach the universe—the 

meal plan, the work project, the yard sale, our neighbor, the roof leak, the 

doctor appointment, the eternal destiny of our children—to approach it 

all with a wide-eyed wonder, with an edge-of-your-seat breath, with an 

expectation that any minute God will show himself in a way we have not 

yet seen? And he’ll likely do it through us?”5

13. Read Ephesians 2:10. Write it out in your journal or in the space below. 

14. How does this verse relate back to Freeman’s point about our purpose? 

15. How does this speak to where you are in your life today?
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DAY SIX: JOURNAL & REFLECT
16. Reflect on your journey this week. Respond to one or all of these 

questions in the space below: What made the biggest impact on you? 

In what ways will you chase God’s glory in Creation in the days to 

come? How can you discover His glory more regularly?
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Glimpses of glory
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Notes

 


